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Playful Project-based Learning

Grade 5 teacher resources   

 

 

VIDEOS 

 

Resource 1 Children can make a world of difference  

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGWr5jXJ�s  

 

Resource 2 Water saving �ps  

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yCAPAqXodc  

 

Resource 3 Extra reading  - Our blue planet  

 

Our blue planet  

Can you imagine a world without water? Probably not – without water we wouldn’t have the world 

as we know it. In fact our planet would look like the moon – dry and lifeless. 

 

Here are a few things  that make life on earth possible. Air is one, and water is another. Did you 

know, all living things need water to survive? 

 

How much water do we have?  

75% (¾) of the earth’s surface is covered by water. Astronauts who have seen the earth from outer 

space say it looks very blue – so planet earth is some�me called the Blue Planet  

 

This is a photograph of planet earth from space. See how blue it is. All the blue is water. In this view 

you can see the African con�nent and the Atlan�c ocean. 

 
 

With so much water – what is all the fuss about saving water?  



To answer this ques�on, we need to do some maths. Water, in liquid or solid form  (Ice), covers about 

70% of the surface of our planet. That’s a lot of water – surely more than enough for everyone? But, 

most of this water is salty so we can’t use it. Only about 2.5% of the 70% is fresh water that we can 

use – that’s not much. But it gets worse…about half of all freshwater is frozen in the Arc�c and 

Antarc�c (the earth’s frozen, icy pole caps)   

 

So, you think, why can’t we melt some of this ice to get water? We can’t, because it is impossible to 

melt the tonnes and tonnes of ice to get the millions and millions if litres of water we need – so 

mel�ng polar ice is not a good solu�on.  

 

If we take all the water on earth, subtract the salty sea water and subtract the water trapped in ice,

we are le� with about 1% of useable water – this is not much and this is why we all need to be a lot 

more water wise.  

 

The Arc�c (Northern hemisphere) and Antarc�c 

(Southern Hemisphere) are solid sheets of ice,  

The thickest part of the Antarc�c ice sheet is 4776 

metres - can you convert that to kilometres?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the water on earth was shown as a glass of water, you 

can see that there would only be a �ny sip at the top for 

you to drink.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we save water? 

But how can I make a difference?”, you might ask yourself, I’m 

just one child. But you can. You can make a difference with your

own water habits. Think about all the �mes you use water, and 

think about how impossible your life would become if you had 

li�le to no water. Use water wisely turn off taps when you are  

brushing teeth or washing hands, check your house for leaking 

taps, only flush the toilet when needed (If it’s yellow, let it 

mellow) collect cooking and washing water, and water plants. When you have thought about the way 

you use water? Look at those around you and start to spread the message. If everyone uses a li�le 

less water every day, soon we will have enough to last us for a very long �me.   

Fun fact 
Water is the only substance where all 

three states can be easily seen in 

everyday life: solid water as ice, liquid 

water in rivers and gaseous water as 

steam 

Scary fact 
One toilet flush can use up to 11 litres 

of clean water. Flushing less will save 

millions of litres of water which can be 

used fin more important ways.  
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Resource 4 Respect water, respect life  

G5 resource 4 

Respect_Water_Respect_Life.pdf 
 

h�p://www.waterwise.co.za/export/sites/water -wise/educa�on/ac�vi�es/respect-

water/downloads/Respect_Waterx_Respect_Lifex.pdf  

 

 

Resource 5 Thousands of years old and s�ll fresh  

 

Thousands_of_Years_

Old_and_Still_Fresh.pdf 
h�p://www.waterwise.co.za/export/sites/water -wise/educa�on/ac�vi�es/respect-

water/downloads/Thousands_of_Years_Old_and_S�ll_Fresh.pdf   

 

Resource 6 Pipes and puddles (board game) 

Resource 6 Pipes and 

Puddles game board.pdf 
 

Resource 7 Lets be water wise (board game)  

Resource 7 Lets be 

Water Wise game board.pdf 
 

Resource 8 Are your choices water wise? (board game)  

Resource 8 Are your 

choices Wate Wise board game.pdf 
 

Resource 9 Water music  

 

h�p://www.waterwise.co.za/export/sites/water -wise/educa�on/ac�vi�es/respect-

water/downloads/Water_-_Life_Blood_of_the_Earth.pdf  
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